On the Names of God

Dr. David Smith

The Names of God speak of His very essence, His Character, Who He is, His Works, His promises, His attributes –

Moral Attributes of God  :
Holiness; righteousness and justice; goodness; love; mercy; grace; faithfulness; truthfulness  

Non-Moral Attributes  : 

Omnipresent; Omnipotent; Omniscient; Infinite; Immutable; Eternal
Heb 6:19

 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast 

Speaking of Christ our heavenly High Priest who will fulfill the faithful covenantal promises of God on behalf of believers.

God the Father and Son want their name known :

Luke 19:39-40 – Christ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples." 40 But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!"  

The believers in the crowd quoted  from Ps 118:26, a messianic psalm of praise. The Pharisees understood the meaning of what was going on, for they told Jesus to rebuke His followers, so they would stop calling him Messiah or King.

Jesus responded that there must be some proclamation that He is the Messiah. If not, even inanimate objects (stones) would be called on to testify for Him. 

Ps 29:1-2

Ascribe to the LORD, O sons of the mighty, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to His name; worship the LORD in holy array.

Even God the Holy Spirit will testify of Christ :

John 15:26

"When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is  the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 

John 16:13-14

"But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.

Carefulness exhorted in the use of God's name :

Ex 20:7

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 

Dan 2:20-23

Daniel said,

"Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever,

For wisdom and power belong to Him. 

21 "It is He who changes the times and the epochs;

He removes kings and establishes kings;

He gives wisdom to wise men 

And knowledge to men of understanding. 

22 "It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things;

 He knows what is in the darkness,

And the light dwells with Him. 

23 "To You, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise,

For You have given me wisdom and power;

Even now You have made known to me what we requested of You,

For You have made known to us the king's matter." 

Isa 52:5-7

 6 "Therefore My people shall know My name; therefore in that day I am ( ego eimi ) the one who is speaking, 'Here I am ( pareimi – to be near ).'" 7 How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace And brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 

Acts 4:13

"And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved." 

The power of the Name of Jesus :

John 14:12-14

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.  13 " Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14 "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.  

Phil 2:9-11

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that  at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Ps 103:19

19 The LORD has established His throne in the heavens,

And His sovereignty rules over all. 

Ps 115:1-3

Not to us, O LORD, not to us,

But to Your name give glory 

Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth. 

2 Why should the nations say,

" Where, now, is their God?" 

3 But our God is in the heavens;

He does whatever He pleases. 

Isa 7:14-15

14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 

Immanuel means God is with us. The context has both a near and far reference.

Isa 9:6

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;

And the government will rest on His shoulders;

And His name will be called Wonderful ( Exceptional ) Counselor, Mighty God,

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

In the immediate context Wonderful Counselor may refer to the king’s ability to devise military strategy ( v. 8:21 –9:1-5 ).

Isa 42:8

8 " I am the LORD, that is My name;

I will not give My glory to another,

Nor My praise to graven images. 

Isa 43:1-3

But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob,

And He who formed you, O Israel,

"Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name; you are Mine! 

2 "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;

And through the rivers, they will not overflow you.

When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched,

Nor will the flame burn you. 

3 "For I am the LORD your God,

The Holy one of Israel, your Savior;

Isa 46:9-11

9 "Remember the former things long past,

For I am God, and there is no other;

I am God, and there is no one like Me, 

10 Declaring the end from the beginning,

And from ancient times things which have not been done,

Saying, ' My purpose will be established,

And I will accomplish all My good pleasure'; 

11 Calling a bird of prey from the east,

The man of My purpose from a far country.

Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass.

I have planned it, surely I will do it. 

Isa 48:11

11 " For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act;

For how can My name be profaned?

And My glory I will not give to another. 

Luke 1:5

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

Luke 1:7

7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both advanced in years. 

Luke 1:11-16

1 And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped him. 13 But the angel said to him, " Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John. 14 "You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb. 16 "And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.

God was soon to change Abram’s name to Abraham, from “exalted father” to “father of a multitude.” 

Gen 17:1-5

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him,

"I am God Almighty;

Walk before Me, and be blameless. 

2 "I will establish My covenant between Me and you,

And I will multiply you exceedingly." 

3 Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, 

4 "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you,

And you will be the father of a multitude of nations. 

5 "No longer shall your name be called Abram,

But your name shall be Abraham;

For I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 

Jacob's name means "supplanter" or more loosely translated as "deceiver" and according to the texts in Genesis he lived up to his name with a special note of accuracy. 

The name (since it is a verb) probably means something like “may he protect,” that is, as a rearguard, dogging the heels. It did not have a negative connotation until Esau redefined it. This name was probably chosen because of the immediate association with the incident of grabbing the heel. 

Jacob is given a new name, “Israel” which means “he fights with God" or "God fights.” 

Gen 32:1-2

Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him. 

Gen 32:24-29

Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." But he said, " I will not let you go unless you bless me." 27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28 He said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed." 

The name Ishmael means “God hears” or “may God hear.”

Gen 16:10-11

Moreover, the angel of the LORD said to her ( Hagar ), " I will greatly multiply your descendants so that they will be too many to count." 11 The angel of the LORD said to her further,

"Behold, you are with child,

And you will bear a son;

And you shall call his name Ishmael,

Because the LORD  has given heed to your affliction. 

12 "He will be a wild donkey of a man,

His hand will be against everyone,

And everyone's hand will be against him;

And he will live to the east of all his brothers." 

In Gen. 17:15  God changes the name of Sarai ( my princess ) to Sarah ( mother of nations, royal princess )

Deut 18:20-22

'But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.' 21 " You may say in your heart, 'How will we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?' 22 " When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken.

2 Chron. 7:14 -  if my people, who belong to me, ( who are called by my name )18 humble 

themselves, pray, seek to please me,19 and repudiate their sinful 

practices,20 then I will respond21 from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal 

their land

In the above the Hebrew is “over whom my name is called.” The Hebrew idiom “call the name over” indicates ownership. See 2 Sam 12:28.

Ps 8:1

O LORD, our Lord,

How majestic is Your name in all the earth,

Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens! 

Ps 63:4-8

4 So I will bless You as long as I live;

I will lift up my hands in Your name . 

5 My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness,

And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips. 

Ps 63

6 When I remember You on my bed,

I meditate on You in the night watches, 

7 For You have been my help,

And in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. 

8 My soul clings to You;

Your right hand upholds me. 

Ps 75:1

We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks,

For Your name is near (You reveal your presence

 ); Men declare Your wondrous works. 

Ps 99:1-3

The LORD reigns, let the peoples tremble;

He is enthroned above the cherubim, let the earth shake! 

2 The LORD  is great in Zion,

And He is exalted above all the peoples. 

3 Let them praise Your great and awesome name ;

 Holy is He. 

Ps 119:55-56 ( cf. Josh 1:8 )

55 O LORD, I remember Your name  in the night,

And keep Your law. 

56 This has become mine,

 That I observe Your precepts. 

--------------------------------

Names Referring Christ

Matt 1:20-24

20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, " Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US." 

Mark 1:22-27

He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 24 saying, " What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are —  the Holy one of God!" 25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!"  26 Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice and came out of him. 

Luke 1:31-34

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." 

John 1:40-42

Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" ( which translated means Christ  [ the anointed ] ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

Eph 2:19-22

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

2 Tim 4:7-8

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

Heb 12:2

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

1 Peter 2:24-25

and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

2 Peter 2:20-21

20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.

1 John 2:1-2

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 

Rev 1:8

8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, " who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."  

Rev 5:2-5

And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?" 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it. 4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals." 

Rev 19:15-16

From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, " KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 

Rev 22:16

16 " I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."  






